
Warner Lake Improvement Association

February 8, 2009

Called to Order 

The WLIA meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. February 8, 2009 at the East Berne Fire House with 43 in attendance.  President John Hanley introduced himself and thanked everyone for the transition help.  

 New member, Ben Baldwin from Westerlo introduced himself to the group. 

Secretary’s report

The August 2008 were read by Secretary Elinor Mostert, after a few comments, additions and corrections Beth Hanley made a motion to accept the minutes 2nd Jeri Osterhout.  All were in favor. 

Treasurer’s report

Read by Lee Jones.  As of Feb. 8, 2009 in the checking account $757.57, the dam account, $19,883.84, Money Market, $14,207.88 for a total balance of 34,869.29.  Sharon Klein motioned to accept, Beth Hanley 2nd.  All were in favor.  The only discussion was concerning Willard’s pension fund. 

Old Business

The party for Willard was held 10/26/2008 at the Township Tavern for 23 years of service. It was well attended and everyone had a good time, thanks to all the volunteers who put it together. 

 Roy Lamberton had requested hiring an attorney to look into the original agreement about the dam.  Sue Rivers inquired about the corporation status.  As a result, Beth Hanley met with attorney, Penny Carl for a no fee consultation, it was determined that our corporation status is “Not for Profit”, current and good to go.  We have the right to repair, maintain and replace the dam.  We do not own the land that it is on.  The WLIA is not liable for anything beyond the assets of the corporation. No individual lake property owner or WLIA member would be liable either.  Gary Mostert questioned if all this was in writing?  Beth said no, but with the “Not for Profit” status we are covered.  Lee gave a short history of the latest dam repairs to the wing walls and the dam itself.  Bob Rivers wanted to incorporate into the minutes the information on the “Not for Profit”.  Bob Dollar questioned filing regulations for non profit.  Beth will ask Penny Carl to clarify if the money taken in can be challenged for the not for profit status.  A thank you letter was sent to Penny Carl, by President Hanley for the help she has given us.

  Bob Dollar has made a motion to have a sign placed at the launch asking boaters to be sure to check their boats for invasive species such as weeds and water chestnuts.  Sue Rivers is still working on the sign. It will be done by spring. 

It was mentioned that Onderdonk Lake has a nice sign.  It was suggested there also be a sign at Pleats; however, it was learned that Mr. Pleat doesn’t use his launch. 

Bart Mullen had suggested that a flyer with the boating rules be included in the January mailing and that has been done.  Jeri Osterhout will have the flyer posted at their launch.  

Sue Rivers announced there still isn’t any movement from DEC regarding new dam regulations.  She will stay on top of it.

Bill Roemer was concerned about members being reminded of the up coming meeting. Sending something through the mail is cost prohibited.  President, John Hanley agreed to send an e-mail to any member who wanted to give him their e-mail address; he will send a friendly reminder.

Dam Committee

Bob Rivers stated the water was going over the dam, last fall a group of members patched the backside of the dam.  Top soil needs to be brought it for around the dam.   

New Business   

Lee Jones stated he received a letter from the NYS Federation of Lakes.  They send out a news letter 3 times a year to all members.  The yearly dues are $150.The question is should we keep up the dues and join this organization. A lively discussion followed.  The bottom line…the information in the news letter can be retrieved from the internet.  It was suggested we get the information from the internet; put a link on our web site for our membership to be able to get the information. Sue Rockmore made the motion; Doug asked if we could get to the website without being a member, Sue asked about the benefits a 2nd motion to table the topic until the June meeting. Bill Hazen 2nd the motion. The website address for the NYS Federation of lakes is www.nysfola.org.

John asked for a chairperson to be in charge of distributing the raffle tickets to any willing merchants.  According to Sharon Klein not very many merchants were willing to take them.  Harold Roberts, TRU Value Hardware said he will take raffle tickets to sell at the Tru Value Hardware Store.  Sharon Klein offered to chair the committee and Harold agreed to help her. 

FYI…John said the JCC was looking for a part time boat mechanic, anyone interested should get in touch with John, he will direct the inquiry.

John shared that he had many phone calls concerning the dam closing in fall 2008.  John would like a specific date of the closing and opening and a clear indication of what the water level will be. Willard said in past years if a member wanted the lake lowered to do a project all they had to do was let Willard know at the August meeting and inform Willard how low the lake had to be to complete the project and it would be done. A heated discussion followed.  Gary Mostert suggested there should be a formal written procedure for consistency for all members. The concern is member’s water pipes freezing if the water level does not come back up. John requested that any member who was concerned about the water level to be at the August meeting or any member who had a fall project to state what the water level had to be in order to complete the project.  It was also noted to date no members water pipes have frozen because of the water level. Also noted, the water level is also lowered for weed control.

Keith Kodra asked if “off the lake” fisherman were going to be welcome on the lake.  The fishing club stocks the lake with Walleye and would not continue if they were not welcome. John Pleat was concerned with the fishing shanties and the sanitary conditions. A discussion followed and the fishermen were told they were welcome.  

Willard expressed his thanks for the retirement party and thanked everyone for the great gifts and good friends. Willard said there were still books available and encouraged everyone who didn’t have one of the four books to please purchase one.  He is also putting on a slide program at the school…”The History of Berne” and is using the pictures he has collected that are shown in his books.  

To date there have been 7000 hits on the website.  Anything you can contribute will be welcome.  Get in touch with Stacy, the website editor with your news. www.webeditor@warnerslake.org.   There is also a new Hill town website with a lot of information that includes all 4 hill town communities.  www.albanyhilltowns.com. 

Bob Rivers, a certified Boat Safety instructor announced January 1, 2009, all persons operating a personal watercraft must be 14 years old and have a New York Safe Boating Certificate. Bob would be willing to teach a class if a group was interested. 

Sue Rockmore announced she still has WLIA note cards available and Willard has a few WLIA hats.  

Adjournment  

Jerry Nocella moved to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Sharon Klein.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned.  A social time followed.  

Respectfully submitted

Elinor K. Mostert, secretary


