Warner Lake Improvement Association
Friday August 20, 2010

Call to Order

 The WLIA meeting was called to order at the East Berne Fire House at 7:30 P.M. by President John Hanley.  40 + members were present, with 2 new members Mike McTague and his wife Anne-Jo.  

Our thoughts go out to Bob Rivers’s family as his mother is very sick in Florida.  Bob was in Florida to attend to his Mom and was not at the meeting. 

Secretary Report 
The minutes from the June 25th meeting were read.  There were no corrections or comments.  Sharon Klein made a motion to accept the minutes; it was 2nd by Jerry Nocella. 

Treasures Report
Lee Jones read the report as follows:

In the checking account… $2,614.72

Money Market Account… 4,314.12
Dam CD account                20,524.18

Dam CD Account               15,062.69

Total accounts                    $42,515.71

Our current membership stands at 199, the largest membership we have had to date. 

Bob Dollar: Where is the CD’s invested? 
 Lee Jones:   1st Niagara Bank.  
Jerry : Do we have money invested anywhere else?
Lee Jones…No.  Lee added one CD is due June 2011 a second CD due April 2012.  Most of our money comes from membership $4000 with $800 from the raffle.  

A motion was made by Bob Dollar to accept the Treasurers Report as read, 2nd by Terry Johnson.  

Old Business
Dam Committee
It was announced by John Hanley that Bob Rivers has resigned as Chairman of the committee.  John Hanley asked for as volunteer for the Chairmanship.  The new Chairman of the Dam Committee will be Bill Roemer temporarily.  

John Hanley reported that Buckman and Whitbeck did the inspection of the dam.  They have not forwarded the results of the tests as yet. We need more information from them to complete the Emergency Action Plan.  Once we get the information the WLIA can complete the EAP and work with the Albany County Emergency Management Office on setting up the emergency warning (reverse 911) and finalize the plan. The report was due to ENCON by 8/19/2010.  We expect to have the report to them by the end of August. 
From the membership the question came up about the lake ownership. 
 John Hanley: The State of New York owns the lake, there is no deed saying otherwise, the state owns the water, each individual camp owns the land under the water in a pie shape to the center of the lake.  There is no public access to Warner Lake; hence the Sheriffs Dept will not police the lake.  WLIA has a deed and owns, can build, repair and maintains the dam. The dam was bought many years ago.
Willard Osterhout:  Again announced that at the end of the season the boat launch on his property will be closed and will not be open to non-property owners.  Willard stated that he must be notified in advance by written letter that a property owner requests a family member or friend launch their boat, jet ski etc. Boats and all water craft being launched must be properly registered and be operated according to the boating laws.  The water craft must be clean of all invasive plants and wild life.  Zebra Mussels have overtaken Thompson’s Lake, we are striving to have control of Warner Lake and keep it clean. 

Terry Johnson:  Does invasive plants and the zebra mussels die in the winter if they are attached to a boat or Jet Ski? Those with the knowledge said yes. 

Terry Johnson:  The JCC motor boats with skiers and tubers are coming very close to swimmers and kayakers.  There will be a terrible accident if something isn’t done about the speed and wild actions by the JCC boats and their operators. Someone is going to get hurt or worse.  John Hanley announced that the JCC has a new director and hopefully the new director will handle the situation better than it has been done in the past. 
Willard Osterhout: The Park Police will check the JCC and their boats.  ENCON will not be involved because there isn’t a public access.  
Willard Osterhout:  Any boats being moored in the lake must have a written letter from the property owner, all boats moored must have the proper buoy.  

Pat Freestone: The large pontoon boat moored by the dam is done so improperly.  The boat is too large to be moored by the dam as it interferes with other homeowner’s property.  The boat is not owned by a home owner and permission was given by a renter.  This should be looked into.  Willard said the boat owner eventually did get permission by the home owner. 
Nominating Committee:

Willard presented the new slate of officers:

President: Bart Mullens

Vice President: Gwen Priester (eventually)

Treasurer: Lee Jones

Secretary: Sharon Klein

Board Members:

Alan Rockmore… term is up in 2011

Willard Osterhout…term up 2011
John Hanley…term up 2012

The Secretary cast 1 ballot for the slate of officers.  Bob Dollard 2nd .
New Business
The scholarship to Berne Knox Westerlo has always been $50 for each with a total of $100. 

  Bob Dollar:  Do we ever get a thank you note from the recipient? 

Lee Jones: Sometimes

Lee Jones: Two years ago the school sent back the money…they had forgotten to give the scholarship out

Membership: Did the school give the money out this year? 
Lee Jones:  I don’t know, I will check

Membership:  Do we even know who the recipients are?  Do we know if they are college bound? 
Rosemary Schultz: Is the check payable to the student? 

Lee Jones:  The check must be payable to the school, they put it in with their monies and then issue a check to the student.

Jim Kaufman: I make a motion we increase the scholarship fund to $150 to each recipient.  The scholarship fund will now be $300 a year.  Jerry Osterhout 2nd
The donation to the ambulance and Fire Dept was $100 each a motion by Bill Roemer to increase each to $150 2nd by Jerry Osterhout.  

John Hanley:  Does anyone request the lake water be let down?

Gary Mostert: Requests the lake water be down to 3 ½ feet...It will only be necessary until the 17th of October.  Starting September 30th the water will be let out.  With a show of hands other members also request the water be lowered.   Gary and the others requesting the water be let out will be in contact with Bill Roemer when work has been completed.
Bob Dollar:  The divers who went into the lake thank the organization for the permission to dive.  However when the divers were diving in the lake they brought up all kinds a debris, beer bottles, soda cans etc. that were found on the bottom of the lake.  Everyone 
should make an effort when the water is down to clean up around the shore line and also be more careful when using the lake regarding debris and garbage. Also check for zebra mussels along the rocky shore line.  

Gary Mostert:  There was to be an evaluation of the weeds in the lake, do we have a copy of the report? Bob Rivers had the contact…Bob Hanley will do a follow up.

Monthly water testing must be done because the JCC uses the lake.  The coliform count should be under 2400. Coliform is the testing of the amount of sewage and waste there is in the water. The lowest count was 20 and the highest 140 from June 2010 thru August 2010.  The testing is done by Albany County and the results have been sent to Doc Rockmore.  A discussion followed and it was agreed we should apply for a grant for further testing of lake water.
Lee Jones: Do we have to be a member of NYSFOLA?  The cost is $150 a year.

Pat Freestone: I make a motion to join. 
John Hanley: We don’t know if the association has to be a member, it should be looked into. After discussion it was decided to table the motion until the February 2011 meeting.

Mike McTague:  I volunteer to find information on NYSFOLA and the advantages to joining.

Bob Dollar:  We want to thank the Fire Dept for patrolling the lake last year during the races on the lake.  What response have we received from the Town regarding this years winter races on the lake?  We must get a response from the town regarding the letter that was sent to them from the association. 
John Hanley:  I will follow up with the town.

Willard Osterhout:  There are copies of a pamphlet of East Berne in the 50’s, Mt Gippy with its flag pole etc. anyone is interested should see Willard.
The dates for the 2011 meetings are as follows: 

February 13, 2011

June 24, 2011

August 19, 2011

Bill Roemer collected for the 50-50.   $125 was collected.  Gary Mostert had the winning ticket and won $62, $63 went to the association.  

The yearly raffle was pulled..
 $300 was won by Ron Priester
 $200 Lou Buckman
 $50 Gary Schultz.

Thanks to all who bought raffle tickets and congratulation to all the lucky winners. 

The next meeting will be at the East Berne Fire House on February 13, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. 

9:30 Gary Mostert made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Lee Jones.
Respectfully Submitted,

Elinor Mostert

