
Warner Lake Improvement Association

Friday June 26, 2009

Called to Order

The WLIA was called to order at the East Berne Firehouse at 8:02 Friday June 26, 2009 by President John Hanley.  There were 40 + members present.  

New Members were Kammy Gervais, Sandy Miller and Dan Woodmansdu (sp).  

Secretary Report

The minutes from the February 8, 2009 meeting were read by Secretary Elinor Mostert.  After a minor correction Sharon Klein made the motion to accept the minutes, 2nd by Beth Hanley.  

Treasurers Report

Lee Jones was absent from the meeting, the following report was read by Gwen Priester.  

In the Dam Account the balance is $20, 081.86, Money Market Account balance 

$ 15,252.37 and the checking account $1,374.07 for a grand total of all accounts of $36,708.30. The raffle to date has a profit of $384.02.  Beth Hanley made a motion to accept the report and Willard Osterhout 2nd. 

At this time in the meeting President Hanley introduced Tim and Jill Norray from the Hill Toppers Kayak Club.  They are the founders of the club and encourage anyone from 8-80 to join.  Their goal is to create good athletics and good kids.  Anyone interested in joining the club should show up Wednesday nights during the summer months at 7:00 p.m. at Willard’s boat ramp.  They teach Olympic style flat water kayaking.  The group is planning a fun day some time the beginning of August with 50 or so parents and friends watching the festivities.  Bob Rivers brought up the problem of sanitation facilities.  Willard assured the group present that his facility would be available.  Tim assured lake members present that his group would not cause any interference with other boaters or jet skiers.  Steve Vanderbilt asked that all WLIA members be notified by e-mail of the Kayaks club activities.  John said anyone who wanted information should supply their e-mail address to him.  

Old Business

Beth Hanley consulted with lawyer Penny Carl about filing regulations. Penny advised that as long as the money was for the association and not for wages then it was a “non issue”.  A sign was placed at the boat ramp reminding folks to clean their boats and jet skis of invasive species.  Willard reminded all members present that the lake was lowered in the fall at membership approval not his.  If you have a project that requires the lake to be lowered, contact John Hanley at the August meeting.  

Dam Committee 

Bob Rivers asked for volunteers to clean up the debris on and over the dam.  He presented a sign up sheet for anyone to help.  A committee was formed, Bill Hazen, John Hanley and Bob Rivers.  They will meet Sunday June 28th at 2:00 to get the job done.  Bob also reported that there is extensive erosion on the north east wing wall and the problem should be addressed. 

New Business

 Bob and Sue Rivers are also the membership committee.  They are looking for volunteers to be area reps.  Area reps will contact old and potentially new members, explain the organization and hopefully sign them up as new members.   Will Osterhout said he had new and never before seen pictures of Warner Lake and Camp Orinsequaw.  Anyone interested should go to the Albany Hill Town web site, www.albanyhilltowns.com   all the information in the 4 books are now available on the web site.  

Willard also suggested we donate $100 to the Hill Toppers Kayak Club.  A discussion followed…Roger Freestone felt we were already giving the use of the lake to the club and a donation was not necessary.  A few members agreed with more discussion.  Deborah Doolittle made a motion to donate the $100, 2nd by Steve Vanderbilt.  With a show of hands the motion was passed.  

As reported by Bob Rivers on the meeting he and Sue attended of the NYS Federation of Lakes Association.

  DEC has proposed new dam safety regulations.  Warner Lake has been classified as “B”, medium hazard. Classifications are “A” the least hazard, “B” medium hazard and “C” the most hazard regarding liability.   The classification is determined by the possible destruction down stream if the dam breaks, liability being the main concern.  The regulations have many requirements for dam owners; significant ones include:

1.
Prepare an inspection, operation and maintenance manual.  DEC gives all identified lakes 12 months to achieve this requirement.  

2.
Set up an emergency action plan.  Utilize the fire department, ambulance services and town officials.  24 months were given to achieve this.  

3.
An annual certification is required to be signed by the organizations President…due January 31 of each year.  

4.
All records must be kept…drawings, engineer plans; reports must be kept in a central location.

5.
Conduct safety inspections.

6.
Prepare an engineering assessment by a professional engineer.

Bob closed by saying that DEC has the ultimate authority over anyone concerning the Warner Lake Dam.  

A discussion by the membership followed:

Roy Lamberton…DEC has softened the requirements and may soften them more.  

Mary O’Hanlon…The cost of a professional engineer is going to be costly…between $3000 and $10,000.  She suggested the dues be raised to help cover the cost.  

Terry Johnson…All efforts should be made to increase membership so that everyone who uses lives and is involved with the lake helps cover the cost.  

Mary O’Hanlon…I suggest we ask for donations from non-members who use the lake to cover the cost.

Bob Dollar …until DEC comes out with the final regulations the membership should not be as concerned.  Bob also stated the dam must be inspected with in a year.  

Willard…It has been agreed that the Board of Directors will monitor all DEC changes and concerns with the dam and report back to the membership.  

Deborah Doolittle made a motion to join the NYSFOLA for $75 a year 2nd by Terry Johnson with an anonymous yes from the membership. Bob and Sue Rivers agreed to go to the meetings and represent Warner Lake.  

Adjournment  

Before the adjournment it was noted that at the August meeting there would be the new election of officers.  The nomination committee is looking for “A few good men” and women.  Sharon Klein made the motion to adjourn 2nd by Bill Hazen.

Respectfully submitted

Elinor Mostert, Secretary


